Thursday, 17 September 2026, postcard

Vienne:  Overlooking the city, the Gallo-Roman museum, galley and wheelhouse tours, black and gold night

[image: ][image: ]Vienne was a major river port in the time of the Romans, with acres of two-story warehouses lining the river and suburbs spreading to the far bank.  In the morning, Tauck offered a walking tour of the city, but we did that in 2011 (when we and our feet were in better shape), we chose the lazy option—the little "white" train.  It was billed as a tour, but in fact about the only place it took us was up to the Belvedere di Pipet, a spectacular overlook above the Roman theater.  The theater is still in use and seats about 3000 (down from 6000 in Roman times, when the semicircle was complete).

[image: ]The trip was scenic, and the overlook was great, but the whole thing was marred by the noise!  The brakes and other mechanical parts of the train screeched deafeningly with every stop, start, and turn, and the going was very bumpy.

This ruined castle (for an archbishop, I think) was also visible from the belvedere.

[image: ]On the way back down, they at least detoured to show us the famous temple of Livia in the center of town.  It's one of only two this well preserved in France.  It was saved from destruction by being converted to a Christian church, and now to some sort of public library.

For a much more detailed account of the walking tour we didn't take this year (and way better photo of the temple), go to my travel diary page for 16 June 2011.

The didn't take us to the "pyramid," a small steeple-shaped monument that once marked the center of the Roman circus.  In 2011, we ate at a restaurant near it, call Le Pyramide, that was the very first restaurant ever awarded a third Micherlin star.  It's still there, and the chef has the same last name as the one who cooked for us—a son maybe?
[image: ]
We were back to the ship in time to take the late-morning tour of the Musée Gallo-Romain.  We visited that in 2011, also, when it was just 15 years old.  Now it's celebrating its 30th anniversary.  It was just a five-minute walk (and a four-story staircase) from the ship.  It's a terrific museum, with any number of different kinds of models and artifacts, but our tour concentrated on mosaics (the floors of Roman houses in the neighborhood surrounding the museum)

Again, check out my earlier travel diary for more photos and info about the museum.
[image: ]
For lunch, David had coq au vin, but made not with the usual red wine but with "vin jaune," yellow wine.  He pronounced it delicious nonetheless.  And here are the last of my delicious green tortellini with bacon, cream, and peas.

In the late afternoon, I went on first the galley tour and then the wheelhouse tour.

[image: ]Both were fascinating and informative.

The chef, shown here, even laid out hors d'oeuvres for our visit!  And the captain offered chances to sit in his chair.
The evening was declared "black and gold" night.  Even the dinner food was black and gold themed.  Here's the cake that was sliced and passed around for dessert.

Then the evening was continued with dancing late into the night.  We went to bed.
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